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Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1908. 

Judging  from  the  vital  statistics,  the  health  of  the  District  is 
exceptionally  good  ;  the  general  death-rate  being  lower  than  that 
recorded  in  any  previous  year.  The  infantile  mortality  is  less  than 
half  the  average  rate  for  the  last  eight  years,  and  the  number  of 
cases  of  infectious  disease  reported  is  also  small. 

POPULATION. 

According  to  the  census  of  1901,  the  population  was  8,100.  It 
is  probably  about  the  same  at  present.  The  number  of  occupied 
houses  was  784,  which  gives  an  average  number  of  4-2  persons  per 
house. 

BIRTHS. 

85  births  have  been  registered,  giving  a  rate  of  27-4.  This  is 
about  the  average,  and  is  considerably  higher  than  last  year. 
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DEATHS. 

86  deaths  have  taken  place  in  the  district,  and  one  person 
belonging  to  the  district  died  in  the  Selby  Workhouse.  The  death- 
rate  is  only  11*9  per  1,000.  In  1902  it  was  16-4,  and  the  average 
rate  is  16-6.  Five  deaths  of  children  under  1  year  of  age  have 
occurred,  and  of  these  three  were  attributed  to  premature  birth. 
The  infantile  mortality,  that  is  the  number  of  deaths  under  one 
year  of  age  to  every  thousand  births  is  59.  The  average  rate  is  129. 

Five  deaths  occurred  in  persons  between  the  ages  of  5  and  80, 
and  all  these  were  from  tuberculosis.  Out  of  the  total  of  37  deaths, 
14  were  persons  over  65  years  of  age. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Fourteen  cases  have  been  reported,  none  of  which  were  fatal. 
One  death  occurred  from  diarrhoea.  The  zymotic  death-rate  is  thus 
*3  per  1,000. 

SMALL-POX. 

The  District  escaped  this  disease  until  December,  when  two 
cases  were  reported.  The  first  occurred  at  Riccall.  The  patient, 
a  young  man,  had  been  employed  on  a  farm  in  the  Escrick  Parish 
until  he  began  to  feel  ill,  when  he  went  to  stay  at  Riccall.  He  had 
probably  contracted  the  complaint  from  visiting  York,  where  a 
number  of  cases  existed.  He  was  immediately  removed  to  the 
Small-pox  Hospital  at  Sherburn.  The  rooms  he  had  occupied  were 
thoroughly  disinfected,  wall  papers  stripped,  and  walls  and  ceilings 
lime-washed.  Articles  of  infected  clothing,  &c.,  which  could  not  be 
rendered  innocuous  by  boiling,  were  burnt  and  compensation  for 
them  paid  by  this  Council.  All  persons  known  to  have  come  in 
contact  with  the  patient  were  re-vaccinated  and  visited  regularly  for 
the  next  fortnight. 

The  second  case  was  notified  a  fortnight  later,  and  occurred  in 
a  man  living  near  Riccall.  He  had  travelled  in  a  railway  carriage 
from  Riccall  to  Selby  with  the  previous  case  two  days  before  the 
latter’s  removal  to  hospital,  and  this  was  in  all  probility  the  source 
of  infection.  This  patient  was  at  once  removed  to  hospital  and  the 
same  process  of  disinfection,  &c.,  repeated  as  in  the  previous  case. 
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Another  man  lodging  at  Barlbv,  who  had  also  travelled  in  the 
railway  carriage  with  the  former  patient  developed  the  disease,  but 
went  to  Escrick  to  consult  a  doctor,  and  was  notified  there  and 
removed  to  the  hospital  at  York.  The  house  where  he  had  lodged  at 
Barlby  was  disinfected  and  the  inmates  re-vaccinated. 

These  cases  show  how  extremely  infectious  is  the  nature  of  this 
disease  even  before  the  rash  is  developed.  The  infection  is  given 
off  in  the  breath  and  also  from  the  skin  of  small- pox  patients.  They 
also  shew  the  benefit  of  vaccination  in  preventing  the  disease.  Those 
persons  who  had  been  in  intimate  contact  with  the  first  case  for 
several  days  before  his  removal,  were  re- vaccinated  immediately  the 
nature  of  the  complaint  was  recognised  and  escaped,  whereas  the 
other  two  who  had  only  sat  in  the  railway  carriage  with  the  man  for 
a  few  minutes,  both  became  infected.  Vaccination  developing  as  it 
does  more  rapidly  than  small- pox  is  of  service  in  preventing  an 
attack  even  when  performed  several  days  after  infection.  As  a 
result  of  these  cases,  a  large  number  of  persons  in  and  around 
Riccall  have  been  re-vaccinated. 

SCARLET  FEYER. 

Ten  cases  have  been  reported.  The  first  four  were  isolated 
cases,  occurring  in  the  early  part  .of  the  year.  In  November,  two 
cases  were  notified  at  Riccall,  and  a  few  days  later,  four  more  in  a 
house  near  to  the  last.  These  patients  were  isolated  as  well  as 
circumstances  permitted,  and  fortunately  there  was  no  further 
spread  of  the  disease. 

In  one  instance  I  only  became  aware  of  the  existence  of  a  case 
by  a  letter  from  the  Schoolmaster.  On  visiting  the  house  I  found 
that  no  doctor  had  been  called  in,  and  the  people  were  not  aware 
that  under  these  circumstances  the  duty  of  notification  devolved  on 
them.  They  had,  however,  taken  precautions  as  to  isolation,  &c. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Two  cases  only  have  been  notified,  both  at  Clifte.  As  there  has 
been  a  severe  epidemic  at  Howden  during  the  year,  it  is  fortunate 
that  more  cases  have  not  occurred  in  this  district. 
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The  Council  has  decided  to  supply  antitoxin  free  of  charge  to 
any  Medical  Practitioner  requiring  it  for  patients  in  the  district. 

MUMPS. 

An  epidemic  occurred  at  South  Duffield  in  November.  On 
visiting  the  School  I  found  a  large  number  of  children  absent  from 
this  cause  and  recommended  closure  for  three  weeks. 

SANITATION. 

As  the  new  Barlby  Sewerage  Scheme  is  now  working  satisfac¬ 
torily,  it  may  be  well  to  give  a  brief  outline  of  the  system  of  purifi¬ 
cation.  It  is  designed  so  as  to  provide  for  a  possible  future 
population  of  5,000  people.  The  sewage  is  delivered  at  the  works 
by  an  18  inch  main.  From  this  it  enters  an  open  chamber  crossed 
by  an  iron  screen,  the  bars  of  which  are  f  of  an  inch  apart.  This 
serves  to  intercept  any  large  masses  which  may  have  got  into  the 
sewer.  From  this  chamber  the  sewage  is  conveyed  by  another 
18  inch  pipe  into  a  covered  septic  tank.  The  sewage  is  delivered 
into  a  trough  18  inches  deep,  which  crosses  the  tank  at  one  end. 
The  partition  between  this  trough  and  the  rest  of  the  tank  is 
perforated  by  four  4  inch  pipes,  through  which  the  sewage  flows. 
The  size  of  the  septic  tank  is  50  feet  long,  45  broad,  and  10  feet  in 
depth.  The  purified  effluent  leaves  the  tank  by  a  bell-mouthed  iron 
pipe  2  feet  in  diameter,  the  bell  opening  being  downwards,  and 
always  18  inches  below  the  sewage  level.  This  pipe  passes  into  a 
chamber  in  the  river  bank.  In  the  chamber  is  a  penstock  valve 
(the  screw  being  worked  from  the  top  of  the  bank).  From  this 
chamber  it  passes  by  another  iron  pipe,  the  end  of  which  is  covered 
bv  a  tidal  valve,  into  the  river.  Connected  with  the  septic  tank  is  a 
covered  storage  reservoir  to  contain  the  sewage  when  the  tide  in  the 
river  is  high.  The  sewage  level  then  rises  in  the  trough  and  septic 
tank  until  the  depth  is  6  feet  6  inches,  when  it  flows  over  a  wall 
into  the  reservoir,  the  size  of  this  being  48  feet  in  length,  45  in 
breadth,  and  5  feet  in  height.  When  the  effluent  can  again  flow 
into  the  river  the  sewerage  in  the  storage  reservoir  returns  into  the 
septic  tank  through  a  swing  door  in  the  partition  wall,  which  only 
opens  towards  the  tank.  As  I  have  said,  the  system  appears  so  far 
to  be  satisfactory. 
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At  North  Driffield,  the  drainage  of  a  row  of  cottages  and  the 
sanitary  conveniences  were  defective.  The  owner  has  now  laid  a 
new  drain  from  the  houses  and  erected  six  privies. 

The  drainage  of  the  houses  known  as  Barlby  Bank  has  long- 
been  unsatisfactory.  The  drain  discharged  into  an  open  ditch, 
which  in  summer  time  became  offensive.  The  Council  has  now 
decided  to  connect  the  drain  with  the  new  sewer. 

Complaints  were  made  of  the  odour  from  the  Tar  Works  on 
Barlby  Road.  I  have  visited  the  place  on  several  occasions  but  did 
not  consider  that  any  nuisance  arose  from  them. 

I  have  analysed  9  samples  of  water  during  the  year,  of  which 
6  were  unsuitable  for  drinkiug  purposes. 

There  are  no  Workshops  in  the  district.  Details  of  other 
sanitary  work  will  be  found  in  the  Inspector’s  Table  at  the  end  of 
the  Report. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

BERNARD  STEDMAN, 
M.D.  (Lond.), 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 
RICCALL  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


No.  of  inspections  made 
No.  of  nuisances  found 
No.  of  notices  served 
Water  notices  served 

New  sanitary  drains  laid  by  private  owners 
Old  sanitary  drains  relaid  by  do. 

Water  courses  cleansed  by  do. 

New  sewers  laid  by  Sanitary  Authority 
Old  sewers  relaid  bv  do. 

1/ 

Water  courses  cleansed  by  do. 

New  brick  wells 

New  tubes  and  bored  wells  ... 

Old  wells  cleansed  ... 

N ew  pumps  .. . 

Pumps  repaired 
New  privies  and  ashpits  built 
Old  privies  and  ashpits  repaired 
Privies  removed  from  houses 
Privies  converted  into  box  closets  ... 

New  urinals  to  licensed  houses 
Cesspools  cleansed  by  District  Council 
Cesspools  cleansed  by  private  owners 
New  cesspools  built ... 

New  gullies  ... 

Gullies  cleansed 

Pigstyes  removed  from  houses 

Houses  condemned  as  unfit 

Rooms  disinfected  after  zymotic  diseases  .. 

Plans  for  new  houses  and  buildings  passed 

Inspection  of  new  buildings 

No.  of  slaughter-houses 

Inspection  of  slaughter-houses 

Canal  boats  inspected 

Cow-sheds  inspected 


217 

68 

24 


8 


802  yds 
92 


625 

189 

81 

1494 

1 

1 

8 


5 


7 

8 


7 

4 

2 

1 

148 

62 

12 

45 

71 


3 

3 


7 

4 

16 

7 

14 

12 

7 


A.  DOUGLAS,  Inspector 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1908  and  previous  years.  Name  of  District,  RICCALL  RURAL. 
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TABLE  II. 

There  are  no  recognised  divisions  in  the  Council’s  area,  therefore 

Table  II.  is  not  given. 


TABLE  III. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE 

YEAR  1903. 

RICCALL  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

Cases  Notified  in  whole  Disteict. 

At  all 

Ages. 

At  Ages 

— Years. 

Under 

1. 

1  to  5. 

5  to 
15. 

15  to 
25. 

25  to 
65. 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards 

Small-pox 

2 

2 

•  • 

Cholera  . 

Diphtheria 

2 

1 

1 

•  • 

Membranous  Croup 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

10 

1 

1 

8 

Typhus  Fever  . . 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

Relapsing  Fever 

Continued  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever 

Plague  . 

Totals 

14 

1 

2 

9 

2 

Isolation  Hospital,  none  for  general  infectious  diseases. 

Small-pox  cases  removed  to  Sherburn  Hospital  in  the  Tadcaster 

Rural  District. 
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TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1903. 
Name  of  District,  RICCALL  RURAL. 


Deaths  in  or  belonging  to 

WHOLE 

District  at 

subjoined  Ages. 

Causes  of  Death. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

1  and 

5  and 

15  and 

25  and 

65  and 

1 

under 

under 

under 

under 

up- 

Year. 

5. 

15. 

25. 

65. 

wards. 

Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria  and  Mem-) 
branous  Croup  j 

Croup 

( Typhus . . 

Fever  j  Enteric  . . 

•  • 

(Other  continued 

Epidemic  Influenza  . . 
Cholera 

Plague 

Diarrhoea 

Enteritis 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 
Erysipelas 

Other  Septic  Diseases. . 
Phthisis  . . 

4 

4 

Other  Tubercular ) 

1 

1 

Diseases  )' 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant ) 

o 

1 

1 

Disease  ) 

Bronchitis 

6 

2 

.  , 

4 

Pneumonia 

.  . 

•  , 

Pleurisy 

Other  Diseases  of  Res- ) 

piratory  Organs  j 

Alcoholism  ) 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver)" 

3 

3 

Venereal  Diseases 

#  # 

•  . 

Premature  Birth 

Diseases  and  Accidents) 

3 

3 

•  • 

of  Parturition  j 

•  • 

•  • 

Heart  Diseases  . . 

3 

2 

1 

Accidents 

1 

i 

.  • 

Suicides  . . 

.  , 

.  . 

.  . 

All  other  causes 

13 

1 

•  • 

4 

8 

All  causes  . . 

37 

5 

3 

5 

10 

14 

*/ 


